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FDA TO PERMIT MARKETING OF MODIFIED DALKON SHIELD 
WITHOUT FULL TESTING 

WASHINGTON,D.C.(LNS)— Agalnat the recommenda- 
tion of one of its own advisory committees, the 
Pood and Drug Administration (FDA) announced re- 
cently that it would end the moratorium on the 
marketing of the Daikon Shield Intrauterine Con- 
traceptive Device (lUD) to allow the, distribu- 
tion of a modified type of the shield when it be- 
comes available. 

Although there are no complete statistics, 
at least 13 women have died from infected mis- 
carriages attributed to the Daikon Shield since it 
was introduced in 1970. Two hundred and twenty- 
three infected miscarriages have also been attrib- 
uted to the shield. 

The FDA decision will allow A.H. Robins, the 
manufacturer of the Daikon Shield, to distribute 
the modified shield under a "formal registry and 
reporting system," to doctors who must only agree 
to tell the company how many pregnancies and in- 
fections occur, and other data. 

A.H. Robins had suspended distribution of 
the device on June 27,1974 at the request of the 
FDA, following a wave of protest about its. hazards. 
The chief known danger of the Daikon Shield is 
infected pregnancies with the device in place, 
causing septic or infected miscarriage, severe 
illness and sometimes death. 

Data compiled by the Department of Health 
Center for Disease Control shows that of women 
hospitalized during pregnancy during the first six- 
months of 1973 for a possible lUD-related complica- 
tion, about 62% were wearing the Daikon Shield. 

The Daikon Shield accounted for approximately 397» 
of the lUDs in use during ; that period. 

Particularly alarming about the Daikon 
Shield-related deaths is the fact that the infec- 
tions moved throughout the body very rapidly , 
with no localized sy^iptoms to alert the woman to 
a possible cause. 

Xt is not known exactly why the Daikon Shield 
causes the infections. The device resembles a flat 
crab, with barbs on either side, and has the largest 
surface area of the lUD's in use. 


"«eti ■« a fortlgn body, pradlapoalng tha plaeantal 
slta to acuta Inflammation." 

Tha FDA doaa not raqulra aafaty and afficacy 
taata for hardly any typaa of lUDa, Including tha 
Daikon Shlald, bacauaa thay ara claaalflad aa "da- 
vlcaa" rathar than drugs, avan though thay are 
Implanted in the body. (The only types of lUDs con- 
sidered drugs are the Qopper 7 and the Copper T which, 
the FDA admits, lose copper into the uterus.) 

According to Anita Johnson of the Health Re- 
search Group, (HRG) a public interest organization, 
"The drug law says that the manufacturers have to 
prove the safety of a product for it to be sold, 
but with a device, the burden is on the government 
to prove danger." 

Full safety testing is required on new drugs 
but not on devices. But while the FDA classifies 
lUDs as devices, it classifies such things as eye- 
glasses, bone implants, suture devices and gauze 
bandages as drugs. 

In 1970, long before the Daikon Shield cases 
were reported, the Deputy Director of the Bureau of 
Drugs recommended that lUDs be considered as drugs. 
She cited concern at that time "over the high inci- 
dence of adverse reactions, the lack of records and 
reports and informational material to the patient." 

She also mentioned the need for long-term animal 
studies. Such studies have still not been conducted 
on HDDs, although the devices remain implanted in 
women's bodies for years. 

"All this time women have been using these 
things almost without testing," points out Anita 
Johnson. 

The new version of the Daikon Shield that A.H. 
Robins intends to put on the market sometime in 
the second half of 1975, will be changed only in 
having a string with one filament rather than the 
multifilament string in the old one. Studies on the 
use of the new type of shield in animals have not 
been required by the FDA, although when questioned, 
an FDA spokesperson responded, "the company probably 
did some." 

"The FDA has chosen to accept the explanation 
that the multifilament string is the cause of the 
infections, although, "There is no evidence that 
other aspects ave not responsible for these tragic 
pregnancies, " notes Johnson. 


One doctor who published a report on four of 
the deaths associated with the shield speculated 
that there might be something about the design of 
the shield that allows the carrying through the 
bloodstream of infection that might otherwise be 
locally contained. 

Another scientist has speculated that the 
Daikon Shield is hazardous because it has a multi- 
thread or multi-filament string attached to it, ^ 
extending out of the uterus into the vagina, which 
has been shown to have the ability to harbor bac- 
teria which the single filament string type of lUD 
does not have. The shield was designed with the 
multi-filament string because it makes it more 
difficult to expel the device. 

A third possibility is the large surface area 
of the shield, which, according to one scientist. 
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About the newly-devised registry system Johnson 
said, "It will be better than before in that the 
company will know which doctor is giving it out, but 
they won't be collecting systematic data." Nor does 
the registry in any way protect the women who will 
be using the shield. However, the FDA is preparing new 
labeling information for lUDs warning women to seek 
medical attention if they become pregnant with lUDs 
in place. 

A member of the FDA's own Obstetric and Gynecology 
Committee, which reviewed safety data on the shield, 
said that he felt that the registry plan was of dubi- 
ous scientific value, and that it would endanger more 
women. 

One member of this advisory committee, which had 
recommended that the shield remain off the market until 
the safety questions were resolved, resigned in protest 

ovar th ft FDA's decision. — ^ 
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REPORT LINK? J. WALTER THOMPSON— NAT ION »S 
LARGEST AD AGENCY— WITH CIA 

NEW YORK (LNS)— The largest advertising firm In 
the nation— J. Walter Thompson Co« (JWT)— has long 
been Involved with the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) , according to a recent, report In the trade mag- 
azine Advertising Age. 

"While sJWT Is undoubtedly not the only interna- 
tional U.S. company whose aid has been sought by the 
U.S. government intelligence-gathering activities," 
said the Ad Age report published in early February, 

"it is the one whose name came up continually and in 
many different contexts in an investigation conducted 
by Advertisings Age." 

According to the report, JWT * s Involvement with 
the intelligence community ranged from providing cov- 
ers for agents operating overseas, to involvement in 
public relations campaigns for right-wing governments. 
In addition, several prominent JWT executives have 
histories of working with the intelligence community 
directly, or with corporations either wholly owned 
by the CIA or used as fronts by the agency. 

The JWT firm received much attention during the 
Nixon administration for the number of its ex-employ- 
ees placed at high levels. Among these were Nixon 
chief-of-staf f H.R. Haldeman and press secretary Ron- 
ald Zeigler. 

Don Johnston, president of JWT, refused comment 
on the charges of CIA links. "My only interest right 
now," he said, "is in the J. Walter Thompson Co. , and 
I don’t think this (the investigation) serves any 
purpose. What does it have to do with advertising?" 

Initial Contact 

J. Walter Thompson Co. first became involved with 
the CIA when the intelligence agency was still the Office 
of Strategic Services (OSS). During World War II a 
number of key JWT executives worked directly for the 
OSS and several overseas offices were opened by the 
ad agency as covers. 

In his book, OSS — The Secret History of America’s 
First Central Intelligence Agency, author R. Harris 
Smith, a former CIA reseach analyzer, notes that 
"corporations were more than generous in loaning their 
executives and resources for OSS service. 

He adds that JWT supplied the chief of the OSS 
planning staff, Kennett Hinks; the head of the morale 
operations branch in London; the executive officer 
of the branch in Cairo ; and a "black propaganda" 
specialist in Casablanca. 

Kennett Hinks had Worked for JWT from 1921 until 
the war, when he joined the OSS. According to Smith’s 
book, Hinks was; crucial in bringing other JWT people 
into the OSS. After the war he rejoined the ad agency 
until his retirement in 1962, when he again entered 
government service, this time as a consultant on for- 
eign marketing. 

Asked about his intelligence involvement, Hinks 
replied that he "neither encouraged nor discoura§ed" 
any JWT people from working with the OSS, 

Currently, JWT’s involvement with the public 
relations firm of Robert R. Mullen & Co. puts it in 
the middle of intellgence gathering activities. Last 
summer, top officials of Mullen & Co. admitted to a 
Senate committee that their firm provided overseas 
cover for the CIA. 

At about the time that Mullen & Co. admitted its 
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CIA Involvements I the firm went out of business. 
Robert Bennett, president and owner of Mullen & 

Co. since 1971, then went on to become public 
relations director of Suma Corp, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the Howard Hughes empire. 

Bennett said of Mullen & Co. relations with 
the CIA, ”I don’t apologize for this. There are 
many people abroad, including Journalist's, who 
serve as agents." One of the public relations 
writers employed by Mullen 6e Co. was Watergater 
E. Howard Hunt, who happend to be on the CIA pay- 
roll at ■the same time. 

"JWT’s tie with Mullen goes back many years," 
according to Advettising Age. Robert C. R. Mullen, 
from whom the firm tooks its name, is an acknow- 
ledged close friend of many top JWT people, in- 
cluding Samuel W. Meek, credited with building 
JWT’s overseas operations. 

While Meek can deny having OSS connections, 
he did at one point have the CIA as a silent part- 
ner. In the mid-1950’s the owner of the Rome (NY) 
Daily American died and the CIA reportedly was a- 
fraid that the newspaper "might fall into anti- 
American hands." Meek and another man owned 5 per 
cent each of the paper, a banker, Landon K. Thorne 
Jr. was persuaded to buy 50 per cent interest, and 
the CIA purchased the rest. 

The CIA claims that Meek didn’t know about 
its participation until much later. When the CIA 
finally withdrew from the paper Meek became the 
sole owner. 

Robert Mullen, now living in Key Biscayne, 
Florida, denied that his firm had ever worked 
jointly with J. Walter Thompson Co. However, when 
informed that former JWT vice president Peter 
Dunham had admitted the two firms had collabor-- 
ated, Mullen acknowledged that they had worked 
together on an account for the Maxican governs - 
ment. "They (JWT) handled the advertsing," said 
Mullen, "and we handled the PR." 

Dunham denied he was ever approached by the 
CIA while working at JWT but added, "If I ever 
were approached by the CIA, say in Mexico, even 
if I had said yes, it would have been as a private 
citizen and not as a member of Thompson." 

Mullen also denied that JWT employees had 
ever worked for his coTipany but remembered dif- 
ferently when confronted with the specific case 
of Gene d’Olive. Mullen then recalled that d’Olive 
had worked for JWT and then "he worked for us for 
a couple of years in the 1950’ s." 

According to biographical material available 
on d’Olive, he was a former reporter and journal- 
ist for U.S. government information agencies from 
1950 to 1954. He also worked for the Organization 
for Economic Development in Paris. 

Late in 1959 d’Olive was sent by JWT "on 
special assignment" to Paris, According to an Ad 
Age report published October 5, 1959. At the time 
JWT said d’Olive’ "plans to remain in Europe per- 
manently." 

Shortly thereafter he left JWT and, accord- 
ing to Ad Age, "no one seems to know his present 
whereabouts." 

Last August, JWT’s public relations arm. 
Dialog, was hired by the right-wing military gov- 
ernment of Chile to help clean up its interna- 
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tlonal Image. Only a month later, the ad agency an- 
nounced they were dropping the aasignment eaylng thait 
revelationa of CIA Involvement In the Chilean coup 
had brought with them threats of violence agalnct 
some of JWT's overseas offices. 

JWT's shortlived agreement with the Chilean Junta 
had been negotiated by Jack Raymond, president of 
Dialog. Trior to coming to JWT, Raymond had been with 
the Thomas J. DeeganCo., a public relations firm 
hired by the Greek junta In December, 1967— about 
eight months if ter the junta had seized power in a 
military coup widely believed to be backed by the 


**************************************************** 
CSee graphics to go with this story.; 

ABORTION CLINIC RAIDED IN ITALY ; 

SPARKS RENEWED DEBATE OVER ABORTION LAWS 

ROME (LNS)--A January 10 raid on a Florence a- 
bortion clinic has sparked nationwide protests and 
demonstrations, renewing debate on Italy's present a- 
bortion law. News of the raid hit the front pages of 
every major Italian newspaper. 

According to the present law, instituted under 
the Fascist regime of Benito Mussolinni when contra- 
ception and abortion were considered "crimes against 
the integrity and health of the race," abortion is 
punishable with up to five years in jail for patient, 
doctor, and any third persons who contributes finan- 
cially or otherwise to the act. 

The military police raided the Florence clinic, 
arresting forty women for allegedly undergoing abor- 
tions. All of the women were immediately subjected 
to physical examinations. One doctor and five nurses 
were also arrested. 

The clinic was set up in open defiance of the 
present law by CISA (Central Information for Steril- 
ization and Abortion), an organization affiliated with 
the Italian Radical Party, a nonparliamentary civil 
rights group that has been working with Italian fem- 
inists for liberalization of the present law. 

In the 16 months since it opened, the Florence 
center provided thousands of abortions by suction 
method at the relatively low cost of $150. Free abor- 
tions were given to women who could not afford the 
cost. The clinic also organized trips to England for 
th6se women whose advanced pregnancies required hos- 
pital care. 

Within a week of the Florence raid, two leading 
members of he Radical Party were arrested and sever- 
al warned that they were under investigation for "pro- 
curing abortion and criminal association." Among those 
jailed was Radical Party secretary Gianfranco Spac- 
daccia, who publicly claimed "political and militant 
responsibility" in the name of the Radical Party for 
the management of the clinic. 

At a demonstration January 12 called by various 
organizations of the woman's movement and the Left, 
8,000 women and men in Florence protested the raid 
and arrests. Although pSlice had twice previously^ 
forbidden marches through downtown Florence, the in- 


thoufand people demonetreted, the CISA declared 
that new cl tniee will be opened soon In six ma- 
jor cities in an effort to contest the law. 

"As happened In the dlvorca Issue," said a 
speaker, "the problem is agAin oneodf making the 
law recognize the reality. Hundreds of thousands 
of women have abortions every year and the present 
law Imposes unbearable costs and dangerous condi- 
tions on working class women... 

"We are perfectly aware that women in our so- 
ciety do not resort to abortions because they want 
them, but because they are forced to do so due to 
inefficient distribution of safe and effective con- 
trAneptives" and jbecause ofoppressive social and ec- 
onomic conditions." 

The first conference on abortion held in Italy 
was called jointly by the Radical Party. and vari- 
ous feministf groups shortly after the clinic raid. 

On the first day of the conference, 52 year old 
feminist Adele Faccio, aought by police for her 
co-responsibility for the clinic, gave herself up. 
While television cameras recorded the proceedings, 
Faccio was handcuffed and arrested as the 5,000 
conference participants complied with her requestr 
for silence. 

The conference demanded change in abortion laws 
which would make , ‘abortion available toi. osll women. 

As the law stands now, women who wish abortions 
and can afford expensive gynecologists ($500 to 
$1,000) can buy their way around the law. The ex- 
pensive private clinics which offer relatively safe 
and sanitary operations have never been raided. 

For poorer women, however, abortion means sub- 
mitting to crude "backstreet" abortions or home- 
made remedies, risking in either case serious com- 
plications and death. 

The situation is made more dramatic by the al- 
most total lack of information regarding the use, 
safety and different forms of contraception. Al- 
though it has been legal to advertise contracep- 
tives since 1971, it remains a crime punishable 
by six months to two years in prison to distribute 
or sell them. 

The specific demands put F6rth at the confer- 
ence which will be added to a bill now before Par- 
liment are that pregnant women and not doctors 
should have first say as to whether the abortion 
is to be performed, that abortions should be free, 
and that national and regional governments must 
provide support for unmarried women who decide to 
have a child. 

—30— 

(Thanks to People's Translation Service, the 
French paper Liberation, and Theodora Lurie for 
this information. ) 

************************************************** 
HEY, WHAT'S HAPPENING? 

Are people in your area getting together over 
the economy? Demonstrations over unemployment, 
high prices, food stamp cuts? Take some pictures, 
write it up and send It in. You're are best source 
of info and in times like these we've got to let 


sistence of the demonstrators forced them to allow 
hihe protest. 

At a rally in Rome January 16. whe re several 


age 3- 
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from: The Free Association, 5 West 20th Street, 

New York, N.Y. 10011. 

We are a collective of feminists, anarchists, 
Marxists, socialists- -all activists who find 
existing social conditions and relations intoler- 
able. As political and economic crises mount, 
people need understanding and information. We 
hope to build a true community center for a community 
that is currently uncentered and largely undefined. 

A number of our courses will lead to actions 
and organizing. We will also present art exhibits, 
films, theater, mpsic, dance and literary readings. 
Examples of courses currently planned are "Socialism 
and Feminism ," to be tought by Barbara Ehrenreich; 
a course on the American working class with Stanley 
Aronowitz; a course one capitalism and the social 
origins of mass culture; plus courses on learning 
video tape and graphics skills. 

The center will also provide daycare for 
members, to be run by both parent and non parent 
community members. The project will be self-sustain- 
ing: fees will be $2S for. employed people and $15 

for unemployed, per session. For a descriptive 

pamphlet, write to the above address. 

* * * * ' 

from: Women's Press Collective, 5251 Broadway, 

Oakland, Cal. 94618 

The Women's Press Collective has been ar^ound 
since 1970. We belieYe in the importance of 
collecting, printing, and distributing material 
that women have written. For a list and description 
of books available, write to the; above adress. 

* * * ic 

From: The Indochina Curriculum Group, 11 Garden St. 

Cambridge, Mass. 02138 

The Indochina Curriculum Group is developing 
a set of booklets and audio-visual materials to 
help students explore the Indochina war- -its impact 
on Southeast Asians and Americans; western involve- 
ment in Southeast Asia; movements of national 
liberation and opposition movements in the U.S. 

Materials include photos, maps and drawings, 
and first hand accounts from Southeast Asians 
and documents "from'^ Americansoididrs and H. Sv 
government and military officials. , A separate 
teacher's guide outlines objectives and ptocedures 
and provides background material. Reading level 
is controlled to make materials accessible to high 
school students reading below grade level. 

* * * 

From: Development Education Centre, 121A Avenue 

Rd. , Toronto 5, Ontario. ; 

The pevelopment Education Centre has just put 
out a record album — "Through Arawak Eyes," by 
David Campbell. The thirteen songs are about the 
experiences of Native people in the Caribbean, 

Canada and Latin America. They range from the 
alienation of Native youth in downtown Ontario to 
Native \ forcedj off their lands in Brazil, 


to Caribbean workers drawn as immigrants to 
Britain, and others contracted to pick fruit in 
Ont;ario orchards . David was born and raised in 
Guyana, South America, and his father was an 
Arawak Indian. 

The record can be ordered directly from DEC 
in Toronto. 1-5 copies @$5.00 postpaid; 6-25 
copies @$4.50; 25 or more @$4.00. Please send 
payment with order. 

* * * 

from: Ozark Access Catalog, P.O. Box 504, Eureka 

Springs, Ark. 72632. 

The Ozark Access Catalog is a quarterly, 
reader-based publication serving the Ozark Mountain 
region iof the U.S. Information on homesteading, 
survival skills, and regional planning, plus 
information on the regional folklore. A subscription 
costs $5 per year. Will exchange with interested 
alternative publications. * 

•k k k j 

from: Martin Sostre Defense Committee, P.O. Box 

657, Amherst, Mass. 01003 

The Amherst Defense committee is distributing 
to other Martin Sostre Defense committees and 
other political organizations and bookstores posters 
and "Free Martin Sostre," a pamphlet containing 
letters, poems and legal notes about Martin Sostre' s 
case. These resources must be distributed fully 
to implement our efforts in realizing Martin Sostre' s 
freedom. For information, write to the above 
address. 

* k k 

from: Midnight Special, 1335 1/2 West Washington 

Blvd. , Venice, Calif. 90291. 

The E-tstovy Book is a refreshing approach to 
history, \h-itten , originally in Swedish hy Anhika 
Elmquist, Gittan Jonsson, Ann Mari Langemar and Pal 
Rydberg. Instead of chronicling the Magna Cartas 
and the Great Wars and parading the Queen Victorias 
and the Genghis Khans, the book focuses on the 
history of the common people and includes mock ' 
interviews, short narrative accounts and diaries. 

Originally published by a political commune 
in Sweden, the book has now been translated into 
many languages. Each page is illustrated and six 
colors are used in the printing. The suggested 
retail price is $4.95; distribution less 40%. 

Order from Midnight Special. 

* * k 

from: Diana Pres? Phblicatmons, Inc., 12 W 25th St., 

Baltimore, Md. 21218. 

We are a feminist publishing house that does 
all the work on each and every manuscript ourselves, 
from typesetting to printing to binding. We are 
presently seeking [children' s books written for 
girls that aid in the building of an independent 
women's culture andi conaciousness. We especially 
welcome manuscripts from black and Third World women, 
working women and lesbians. **END OF RMBB FOR TODAY** 
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(see graphics to go with this article) 

RUSSELL TRIBUNAL INVESTIGATES "REPRESSION IN LATIN 
AMERICA": CONDEMNS U.S. IMPERIALISM AND KISSINGER 

LIBERATION News Service 

BRUSSELS, Belginm- (LNS)--Concluding its week 
long investigation into "Repression in Latin Amer- 
ica" January 19, the Bertrand Russell' Tribunal’ lI*'-:o 
condemned President Ford, Secretary of State Kiss- 
inger, and Richard Nixon for being morally respon- 
sible for "encouraging and favoring" the economic, 
domination of Latin America by multination corpor- 
ations, and for specifically causing the overthrow 
of the Popular Unity Government in Chile. 

The Tribunal also condemned the governments 
of Brazil , Chile, Bolivia, Uruguay, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Paraguay, and the Dominican Republican "for system- 
atic violation of human rights," and issued denun- 
ciations of Argentina and Nicaragua as well. 

The Second Betrand Russell' Tribunal, like the 
first in 1967 which investigated American war crimes 
in Vietnam, was not meant to be a substitute for ! 
existing international institutions, but rather to 
provide an international forum for people themselves 
to speak about violations of human rights in their c 
countries. 

"Our purpose is to gather proofs permitting us 
to pronounce a just sentence and give back a voice 
to the mute people of Latin' America," explained 
Elio Basso, president of the Tribunal, at its open- 
ing January 12. 

This year's emphasis was not only on "crimes 
against the fundamental human rights" but the under- 
lying causes of those crimes, the economic domination 
and intervention of foreign poWers to support and 
maintain an increasing number of unpopular, fascist 
governments in Latin America. 

At the opening session, Francois Rigaux, a French 
law professor and vice president of the Tribunal, 
explained that the interliational conception of "human 
rights" which forms the basis for the Tribunal's 
judgments ''have evolved over the years from an atten- 
, tion on 'individual rights' towards 'collective 
rights' --the right of people to have control bver 
themselves and their resources, the right to freely 
j choose their political and economic regime, the 
right to education and culture." 

During the week, political militants, trade 
unionists, peasant leaders, and jurists coming from 
Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Uruguay and other Latin • 
American countries testified about the repressive 
character of the regimes in their countries. 

"Many have a very hard time getting visas to 
leave their countries," explained Bonnie Mass, one of 
the few Americans who participated in the Tribunal ,j 
and presented a report on population control in 
Latin America. "And those who were able t° come 
have taken a great risk ..." ' 

Chile 

The opening session was' devoted largely to 
Chile. Pedro Vuskovic, former minister of the econ- 
omy under the Popular Upity government, delivered 
an extensive speech on, the Latin American situa^tion. 

He specif ical ly accused the U.S. government, through 
its participation in multinational corporations i and 

page 5 : LIBERATION New (#6‘ 


investment organizations such as the World Bank, 
the Inter American Develpment Bank and the Interna- 
tional 'Monetary Fund of being responsible for the 
ecoiioMc' dependence of Latin American countries. 

Vuskovic directly blamed the U.S. for its role 
in 1:he Chilean coup, accompanied by "various trans- 
national corporations." "Of the numerous illegal 
factors that have characterised the junta since 
the beginning," he declared "there is this essential 
illegality of having usurped authority through the 
intervention of a foreign power. " 

Several witnesses spoke out about widespread 
repression in Chile today, among these the well 
known Chilean historian, Luis Vitala, now teaching 
at the University of Frankfurt. Himself impris- 
oned in Chile for over a year, and having been in 
nine different concentration camps, Vitala reported 
that since the coup of September 11, 1973, 200,000 
Chileans have been killed, 150,000 imprisoned, and 
14,000^ expelled out of a population of nine and one 
half million. 

Vi'tala's statements were re-emphasized by Carmen 
Castillo, a member of the MIR in Chile who was ar- 
rested last year and only recently released due to 
international pressure. 

Her face still marked with bruises, and unable 
to move her arm which had been wounded during a gun 
battle with the Chilean police in which MIR leader 
Miguel Enricjuez was killed, Castillo described the 
attack and her subsequent imprisonment and torture. 

"The point is not to weep," she repeated, "but 
to understand that massive repression is today in 
Chile a method tifiliaed byithe government to main- 
tain its power." 

"But," she added, "one can resist this . . . be- 
cause when we decided to stay in Chile, when we de- 
cided to take the risk . . . one knows the price 
,one must pay. . . Beyond the atrocious torture which 
afflicts militants and their families there is the 
daily torture . . .the famine, the organized mis- 
ery that causes numerous women to give birth to 
dead babies because they have been insufficiently 
nourished . . ." 

Castillo did not mention that her own baby was 
irreparably brain damaged due to the sophisticated 
methods of torture she, was subjected to at the end 
of her pregnancy. 

In concluding she emphasized, "The repression 
today in Chile is not concentrated only on small 
groups but it is a massive repression . . . indiscrim- 
inate . . . which reaches even those who aren't po- 
litically active: old people and infants. 

"... Through all these denunciations there is 
a political system that one denounces, a method of 
government that concerns us all, you as well as me, 
because finally Chile is not an isolated case." 

Brazil 

Throughout the rest of the week witnesses testi- 
fied about Other Latin American countries, with re- 
ports covering various social, political and econom- 
ic dimensions of repression. One whole session 
was devoted to Brazil, dealing a heavy blow to the 
myth of economic expansion and liberalization which 
this country's military government has sought to pre- 
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sent. 

In his report on "the economio system |ind its 
social cost," Fernande Andrade, a Brazilian profes- 
sor currently teaching at the University of Vincennes, 
emphasized that while the government has brought in- 
flation down from 86% in 1964 to 14% in 1972, this 
has been at. the expenseof the working population. 

^ ^^’Tens of millions of Brazilians continue to 
work longer, in working conditions more and more 
hazardous, to earn less and less," he stated. At 
the time of the military coup in 196,4 the salary 
index was 100, while in 1974 it had fallen to 45. At 
the same time, the index of productivity had grown 
to 156. 

In Sao Paulo, the principal industrial center 
of Brazil, a worker earning the minimum salary in 
December, 1965 had to work 87 hours and 20 minutes 
to earn the minimum essentials for survival. In 
December, 1971, to buy these same products, she of 
he must work more that 113 hours, and in March, 

1974, over 176 hours. While only 8,7 % of workers 
receive any social security, the number of workers 
victimized by industrial accidents has grown to 
70%, 

Meanwhile Andrade emphasized that' "between 1968 
and 1972 the benefits realized by foreign capitalists 
grew from 84 to 164 million dollars, and the inter- 
est flowing to foreign lenders rose from 154 to 485 
million dollars." Meanwhile the external debt of 
Brazil went from 3.1 to 9.5 million dollars from 
1964 to 1972. 

In order to succeed at this' "economic miracle" 
which has enriched only wfell- to-do Brazilians and 
foreign capitalists, Andrade explained it is neces- 
sary to guarantee foreign investors "social peace." 
Since 1964 Brazil's military government under "Spe- 
cial" legislation. 

Jose Ibrahim, a representative of a workers syn- 
dicate imprisoned for nine and a half months, testi- 
fied, "Work security no longer exists, salaries are 
fixed by the government depending on the progress 
of the "economic miracle", strikes are forbidden." 

In spite of ferocious repression, however, Ibrahim 
concluded, strikes do take place and are sometimes 
even successful. 

Testimony was then presented on the deplorable 
state of health care inV Brazil, where the government 
spends only 1% of its national budget on public 
health. "Brazil holdsthe world record for infant 
mortality," stated Dr. Apole Herinquen, estimating 
that only 8.5% of all Brazilian children receive 
medical attention, and that approximately 1 1/2 
million people suffer from tuberculosis. 

Meanwhile, he pointed out, private pharmaceut- 
ical industries have multiplied l;heir profits. 

Latin America- -Cradle for Multinationals 

Jose Enrique Diaz, head pf the Central Committee 
of the Uruguayan Socialist Party, focused’ on his 
country's situation. Describing Uruguay as a classic 
example of a fascist colonial state, he pointed out 
that in contrast to other Latin American countries, 
Uruguay's population has declined due to increasing 
poverty and repression. One of every 50 people has 
been detained Sit least- once in Six years.* One of 


In the econoiniC field, the salary index, which 
was at 100 in 1968 has fallen to 52.7 in 1974. 

"Tell me if there is another country where the 
so-called industrial development is in the hands of 
a few companies," stated Dr. Diez. "For example, 
SUdamtex controls the textile production, Funsa^ 
an affiliate of the Firestone Corporation, controls 
the tire industry; Squibb, Roche and Bayer control 
the phaniieceutical industry; General Electric controls 
consumer electrical appliances." 

"In every sphere we find a productive, financial 
and commercial concentration of 50% or 60% in the 
hands ^ foreign countries. Uruguay's invest- 
ment laws give the ijiultinationals a completely free 
hand. There is no ceiling on profits, or control 
on taking profits out of the country. Uruguay in 
1975 could be called the Switzerland of Latin America," 

The subject of responsibility for economic and 
political repression was again the major theme in 
reports on Bolivia, Colombia and Haiti, presented 
January 16. 

In the case of Bolivia, 90% of the mines are 
under foreign control and for every dollar invested 
in the country, four are taken out, reported Jaime 
Taz Zamora. At the §'^e time, he pointed out, the 
U.S. has considerably increased its military aid to 
the Bolivian regime of General Banzer. 

Reporting on the situation in Haiti, Serge Gille, 
a Haitian refugee in France^ stated that Haiti has the 
lowest per capita income in the world ($80), and the 
highest illiteracy rate. Eighty-five per cent of the 
people suffer from malnutrition and 50% are unemployed. 

With no possibility of employment, Gille ex- 
plained, many people are forced to sell their blood 
"to earn enough to feed themselves." 

Gille described the large trade in blood between 
Haiti and American laboratories- -10, 000 unemployed have 
blood taken from them every week for a salary of 
$12 per month. The net benefit, $30,000 worth of 
blood (six tons) , is exported each month to the U.S, 
with the excess going to Switzerland, Belgium, Canada 
and France. 

During the rest of the week, reports fccused ’ 
the other areas in Latin America. On report on 
Puerto Rico described the systematic pillage of its 
resources and the accompanying environmentalcontamin- 
ation. Another described the massive sterilization 
of Puerto Rican women. 

Another report by the American, Bonnie Mass, exposed 
the extensive population control measures being 
undertaken in Latin America under the auspices of 
AID and the Rockefeller Foundation. 

The Tribunal after having heard one week of 
Witnesses and reports, pronounced its sentence in an 
18 page document. In addition to its condemnation 
of Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, and the Dominican Repub- 
lic for their violations of human rights, the sentence 
directly condemned the multinationals and the United 
States. 

"the oontanrination of natupdl vesouTGes ^ the 
steT-tt-tzat-ton of women as neveated tn many Latin 
AmeriGon countries ^ are due to the unrestrained pur- 
suit of profit by muttinational enterprises... 


every 100 people has been tortured, and there is one 
agent of repression for every 50 people. 


"th^seomuZitinational North Amerioan enterprises 
(COWTIMUEP- ON INSIDE FRONT COVER) 
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ides on Vietnam In packets #&70 ,672;, ^75 o Al'so see 

packet #644 for story on Thanh's "Indictment#'*" and pack- 
et #656 for background on Tran Huu ’Thanh) . 

5 SAIGON NEWSPAPERS SHOT DOWN, I8f' EDITORS 
AND REPORTERS ARRESTED AS THIEO FACES NEW CRISIS 

SAIGON, Vietnam (LNS) — The Safgon government of 
Nguyen Van Th leu announced on February 6' that ft will 
bring to trial eighteen joarn;atrsts"''a'nd:-wewspaper edi- 
tors in a mi fftary court 'on-chaTgeS""0#*'faetng"‘''Commun 1st 
cadres and subvers i ves The eightsen^Trtembers of the 

press I nd ode ^'two ' pub 1 ishers'aTTth-trhreFe''maTKag!ng editors;, 
all of whom were arrested three' days-eerHer In pre-dawn 
raids conducted on their homes by the*'Nationa1 Police. 

They face possible sentences of twenty years at hard 
labor o 

The 1 atest crackdown , which ' Tno lodes the bann I ng 
of five Sai gon' newspapers on' February 2,~fs an' unp'recf- 
dented attack on an rnfluerttial politfeal sector in 
Saigon that Thieu has been wary bf'ettaektng until now. 

While there has been great pressure on"Thteu tO' ease up 
temporarily on repression ' In ' Sa i gon"*' unf M 'he can'secure 
U»S „ Congressional approval for adcHf lonel "m11 1 tary funds 
funds, he is also' facing a shafTJ^'domest'f c~er1 s i s . 

In the last few weeks , Bhuddrsb and Cathol ic el e- 
ments of the Third Force (non-PRG , oppos.lt fon to Thieu) 
have for the first time, Joined tcigFethBr ;to' demand 
Thteu's ouster. Mrlitant street demonstrations In 
Saigon have become nearly a daily oceurance and the 
Saigon press has become Increasingly vociferous In Its 
denunciations of the Thieu regime. 

The February 2 press seizures, which Included the 
confiscation of the day's press runs of four other news- 
papers, was an effort by Thieu to quash a proclamation. 
Indictment #2, issued by Father Tran Huu Thanh of the 
Catholic-led People's Anti-Corruption Movement. The 
proclamation, which was drafted by a coalition of Third 
Force groups, called the Thieu government"a product of 
war that lives on war." Indictment #2 also proclaimed 
that Thieu was "an enemy of peace -and the prime obstacle 
to a free and democratic Vietnam." 

Father Thanh's role In the recent events Is some- 
what obscure. He has an unbroken 30-year record of being 
a spokesman for the right wing and until only recently 
has supported Thieu. Thahn's earl ier "Indictment #1", 
which was published by Saigon newspapers in September, 
outlined six charges of corruption within the Thieu 
-Hmln istration but did not call for Thieu's ouster 
pnly his res Ignat I Oin. 

!n September, after the Saigon police confispated 
press runs of newspapers containing "Indictment #1", 
several clandestine radio operations were set up in 
Saigon which repeatedly broadcasted the Thanh prop! am- 
atlon. The fact that Thieu did not crack down on these 
radio broadcasts has led many observers to feel that 
Thanh had the backing of the US government and that Thieu 
was afraid of a direct confrontation with the Antl- 
corruption Movement. 

Pressured by the Increasing popular resistance to 
Thieu, Thanh strongly condemned the fbcent crackdown on 
the Saigon press calling ft "naked repression" and said 
that his Anti-Corruption Movement will sponsor "talking 
newspaper sessions" during Sunday church services In 
Saigon and other cities, to "fill the void left by the 
five banned newspapers." 

The Anti-Corruption Movement also took part In a 
convention of Third Force groups at the An Quang pagoda 
on January 26 which drew 1500 peoples According to the 
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Indochina Peaca ‘Campaign ( IPC) , the convention held 
atthe religious headquarters of a Bhuddlst faction 
with a history of political mil Itancy, marked the 
first time traditionally rlqht-wing Catholics and 
traditional ly anti-US Buddhists had Joined together. 

A proclamation was signed by the seven Third 
Force groups present at the pagoda which demanded 
the US stop all funding of the Thieu regime and ad- 
vocated Thieu's ouster in order to form a new admin- 
istration "advocating national reconciliation and 
concord." 

Significantly however, the Anti-Corruption Move- 
ment did not sanction the militant street demonstra- 
tions which many convention members did not take part 
In afterwards. Over three hundred demonstrators led 
by twenty An QuangBuddhIst nuns, marched through 
the streets of Saigon for several hours and were 
cheered by bystanders . The demonstrators were per- 
iodically attacked by scores bf plain clothes police 
with sticks and iron bars, but the demonstators 
fought back by throwing stones and bricks at their 
attackers. Three An Quang nuns who were attacked 
by twenty police were seriously Injured. 

The Saigon newspapers which gave front page 
coverage to these demonstrations had also given exten- 
sive coverage to the six-and-a-haif hour demonstration 
ten Americans staged in front of the Saigon embassy 
on January 24. Each of the nine newspapers which on 
February 2 ran Father Thanh's Indictment #2, also 
publ i shed, publ S shed ten to twenty photographs of 
the Americans demonstrating in front of the embassy, 
according to the I PC, and featured front page cov- 
erage of the event which was ignored by the American 

press. The press seizures by the Thieu regime, 

marks the first time since 1 963, that a Saigon news- 
paper has been permanent ly closed down. In the 
past, Saigon newspapers had been repeatedly confis- 
cated, and the fear of the financial Impact of con- 
fiscation had the effect of censoring the newspapers. 

The newspapers have recently gone beyond their 
occaislonal traditionally mild criticism of govern- 
ment corruption however, and have denounced Thieu 
political ly, demand ing Implementation of the Paris 
Peace Accords and an end to US military assistance. 

The five newspapers permanently shut down--The 
Telegraph, Tidal Wave, Ray of Light, Steel Pen and The 
Or lent --were among the most widely read Saigon news- 
papers with a combined circulation of 115,000. 

Since the arrest of the eighteen Journalists, 
many reporters and editors of the four opposition 
papers still in business have not shown up for 
work and there is widespread speculation that many 
of these people have been arrested or are in hiding. 

The four remaining papers have held meetings and 
published demands that the five banned newspapers be 
allowed to publish and the arrested press members 
be released from Jail. 

The crackdown came less than one week after the 
US press published an interview with Thieu, in which 
he stated he would seek passage of a law "liberaliz- 
ing" the treatment of the press. 
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TEN THOUSANfi AUTO WORKERS RALLY IN WASHINGTON; 

UAW FEELING ^'PRESSURE FROM THE RANK AND FILE" 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D.C. CLNS)--Ten thousand jobless 
auto workers rallied in Washington on February 5 in 
one of the largest labor rallies in many years. The 
protest attacked massive layoffs in the auto industry, 
and the worsening economic crisis. 

"Provide Work for all Unemployed," "Shorter 
Work Week--30 Hours Work for 40 Hours Pay," "Bread 
and Butter, not Bullets and Bombs--Cut the Military 
Budget," and "Woodcock, Defend our Jobs--not Big 
Three Profits," said placards and banners carried by 
the protesters. 

After 17,000 more workers were laid off in Jan- 
uary, the total number out of work due to production 
cuts was the highest since the Great Depression. Of 
the nearly 1.5 million members of the United Auto Work- 
ers Union, almost 300,000 are now jobless. 

The demonstration was sponsored by the United 
Auto Workers Union, whosej presiident, Leonard Woodcock, 
called on President iord and the Congress to respond 
immediately to the needs of the unemployed. Calling 
also for more public service jobs, tax cuts for lower 
and middle incbme people, and changes in income tax 
rates. Woodcock criticized Ford’s new budget pro;- 
posals, calling the program"a planned recession." 

"It was one of the most dramatic speeches he’s 
(Woodcock) ever made- but he did it because of 
pressure he’s gotten from the rank and file UAW," 
said Wilbur Haddock of the United Black Workers at 
the Ford plant in Mahwah, New Jersey. 

"The demands that he raised did not come from 
the UAW leadership. They came from workers and cau- 
cuses that’ve been pushing for some kind of program 
for a long time." 

Due to the sharp erosion of consumer purchasing 
power, the high auto loan rates and enormous increase 
in gasoline prices, there are few eager buyers for 
new cars. And while rebates and other gimmicks have 
boosted new car sales slightly, used car; sales, 
however, have increaseid 45 per cent. 

As a result, over 1.7 million cars arersitting 
in lots around the Midwest, and almost one third 
of all the nation’s auto workers are on the street. 

, "Everybody’S laid off. You got 300,000* people 
here in the Detroit area, really, is out of jobs," 
said auto worker A1 Lewis of the Warren Stamping 
plant, "Being from the ghettoj, and being where I 
live at, just about everybody in my neighborhood is 
laid off. But the point is, I worked at Chrysler 
for nine years , and I woke up onp mornipg and there 
it is. I don’t even have a job." 

State unemployment benefits for those laid off 
workers who have been emplbyed for at least a year, 
are supplemented. The supplemental Unemployment 
Benefits (SUB) fund, paid jointly by the UAW arid 
the corporation, together with unemployment benefits, 
is supposed to provide 95 per cent of autoworkers’ 
weekly pay. 

But SUB benefits are running out due tO'lnaSsive 
layoffs, especially at, the Chrysler plants, where 
51,000 out of 108,000 people have already been indef4. 
initely laid off. And Wilbur Haddock of the United 
Black Workers ^predicts that SUB funds at both 


Chrysler and General Motors coUld run out this month. 

And because SUB furid^ ard paid only to those 
who have worked a year Dr^more, Third World people 
and women, says Haddock, are hardest hit, having 
been "the last ones hired and the first ones fired. 
Everyone should get the SUB--not only those who’ve 
been there a year." 

Unemployment varies greatly from plant to plant. 
"The way it is now, there are people working over- 
time while other ’people are unemployed, "notes Joe 
Marshall at the Ford Stamping Plant in Woodhavep, 
Michigan. Unemployed for three months, Marshall favors 
a shorter work week and early retirement. "It would 
spread the jobs around," he explained. 

Many of the workers enjoying overtime are 
working at plants that build luxury cars such as 
Cadillacs. 

"We are definitely against the overtime," says 
Wilbur Haddock, noting that some plants are still 
working seven days a week. At the plant where he 
works in Mahwah, New Jersey, 2,000 out of 5,000 
workers have been laid off. 

”I believe the only way for anything to be 
done about the umemployment problem is for thousands 
of unemployed people to get together and make 
demands on the unions ana the government," said 
UAW-member Susan Yeghjiissian working at a Chevrolet 
gear and Axle Assembly in Detroit. 

"I’m not really interested in hearing Leonard 
Woodcock or President Ford speak. . . Their, answer, 
whether they’re Democrats or Republicans, is basic- 
ally the same: maybe cut taxes a little, increase 
unemployment benefits a couple more weeks, or 
encourage people to buy cars by offering rebates or 
something." 

’’Who’s going to buy cars? Laid off workers? 

I don’t really care iff cars sell or not. All I 
want is my j’Ob back. . Iff the auto companies don’t 
want to make many cars, fine... let them put every- 
body on a short work week, and pay us for the rest 
of the time. Or let us work one week on, one week 
off." 

With more layoffs and shutdowns expected in 
future months, there is no indication that times 
will get better. Another autoworkers rally is 
planned for the spring, with UAW members expecting 
a quarter of a million people to show up. 

"I want to fight for better times," says 
Hardy McClellan III of the Mack Avenue stamping 
plant in Detroit. "There ’ s hundreds of thousands 
of peoplen out of work now- -just like me. And we 
need jobs. We ihriuld put our heads together and 
mobilize to get the union to put up a fight to 
get our jobs back. 

* ' * ■ * * 

The United Black Workers is sponsoring a 
rally for unemployed auto workers from several 
cities. The protest will begin at 1:00 at Lincoln 
Park (Broad St. § Clinton Ave.) in Newark, New 
Jersey, and will march to Military Park. 

-30- 

[Thanks to United Black Worker member Wilbur 
Haddock] 
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